Febt‘ual’y 16, 1950.

Dr. Evelyn K. Witkin,

Depte of Genectics,

Carneghe Institution,

Cold Spring Harbor, LI., N.¥.

Dear Bvelyn:

As you lmow, PFrank Kennedy has epplied for a ressarch assistantship
hers. His academic record is indifferent, at best, and there is some
question whether he can be admitted to the Graduste Schocl, not to
nention qualifying for an assistantship award. I would appreciate any
deteiled information that you can give me that might help our dopart-
ment t¢ come to sume decision about Hennedy, in particular whether
his academic performance {about 1.5 on the basis of 3 |} really repre-
penta his aptitudes. is personality is, of course, alsc important.

Re my note last weok, have you ever tested forroldehyde? IL1l be
surpricad if it is not mutagenie, but don't propose to test this
nyself. I checked desoxycholate on E-12, for killing, end find it
mach move rosistant than your published olirve on B. 5 hours, 5%, pH 7.7
gave only about 70% steriliz: tion. By the way, solutions of an E&A
as well ae a BBL preparation of sodiun desoxycholate, 5% in distilled
wepor had a oH of 8.9, and had t¢ be buffered heavily to reagh 7.7.

The killing was not much affected. The 7.7 solutions gelled heavily

in the refrigerator, but redispersed on warning. 1 just mention these
thinge to raise the probabllity that none of these preps. are very
pure or consistent, which may account for some of the negative resulis.

I enclose a brief method note for VGB, which I'd just as soon you
incloded anonymously, or by initial, ae probably it may already be in
use olsewhsore. I hope to have a chance 40 mention sorme of the other
work on hactericides, but an not sure. Anyhow, don't hold the presses!

Sincerely,

Joshus, Lederberg



AERATION OF BACTERIAL CULTURES:

The nuisance of rolling eerating tubes in cotton can be
avoided with the help of aluminmum culture caps (Supplied by Alce
0os)e k-inch holes are drilled through the center of the cap, and
reaned gently. The hole will take 4-mm. glase tubing, which can
be held in place effectively with a gromet consisting of a J~inch

length of latex rubber tubing.
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